
CONFIDENTIAL 

Minutes of the meeting of the SOUTH BANK COLLEGES BOARD 
held on Thursday 22 May 2025, 4:00 PM — 6:30 PM BST 

LSBTC Nine Elms Campus Belmore Street London SW8 2JY 

Present 
Ruth Farwell (Chair) 
Steve Balmont  
Sue Dare (Vice Chair) 
Issa Issa (until item 5) 
Thesia Kouloungou 
Mee Ling Ng 
David Phoenix  

Apologies 
Nyla Rae Graham 

In attendance 
Anna Bazeos, Committee Secretary 
Alex Bush, Chief People and Legal Officer 
Samuel Curtis, Group Company Secretary 
Simon Cruickshank, Group Chief Finance Officer 
Deborah Johnston, Deputy Vice Chancellor 
Chris Knell, Vice-Principal, Finance and Operations 
Monica Marongiu, Principal Lambeth College 
Fiona Morey, CEO 
Henry Robson, Deputy Vice President, Students Union 
Wayne Wright, Principal LSBTC 

1. Chair's Business

The Chair welcomed Trustees to the meeting, extending a special welcome to
the Board Secretary attending her first meeting, as well as to the LSBU
Deputy Vice Chancellor, who was present in an observer capacity. The
apology noted above was acknowledged.

The Chair noted that the Board had just attended a development session
which provided Trustees with an update on how the HR and Finance
functions were being integrated to support the Group model.

The Chair also updated Trustees on the recruitment process for the
replacement of the Principal at LSBTC, reporting that it was progressing well
and that a positive outcome was anticipated.

2. Declarations of Interest

No member declared an interest in any item on the agenda.











The Board approved the Accountability Agreement. 
 

11.  SBC Curriculum Plan for 2025/26 
 
The Board discussed the annual Curriculum Plan. It was noted that the 
overall direction of travel remained the same, but the plan had been updated 
to reflect recent changes in policy. 
 
The Board approved the report as presented; however, they noted that due to 
the anticipated decant issues, the delivery of certain courses might be subject 
to change. It was agreed that if any modifications concerning specific courses 
became necessary, proposals would be circulated to the Board for approval 
in advance or presented at the July meeting. 
 
The Board approved the Curriculum plan for 2025/26. 
  

12. Any other business 
  

The Chair expressed gratitude to David Pheonix, who would be stepping 
down as Group CEO on 31 May. She acknowledged the exceptional 
contribution he had made to SBC and the LSBU Group and wished him well in 
his future endeavours. 
 
The Board noted that Deborah Johnston would take on the role of Accounting 
Officer on an interim basis whilst the recruitment exercise was underway. 
 

Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 15 July 2025 at 4pm 
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